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Question No. 17

MS CLAY MLA - To ask the Minister for Climate Change, Environment, Energy and Water:

How many tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent emissions were estimated to be generated by
household and commercial food waste sent to landfill last year, or in any recent year for which the
data is available.

MINISTER ORR MLA - The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:

The ACT Greenhouse Gas Inventory methodology uses the National Greenhouse and Energy
Reporting (NGER) Solid Waste Calculator to estimate landfill waste emissions. The Calculator
estimates total emissions generated each year from all streams of waste disposed in landfills. The
total emissions generated from ACT landfills in 2023-24 were 102,081 tonnes of carbon dioxide
equivalent. Based on the available data and method, it is not possible to accurately estimate
emissions from food waste sent to landfill in a year.

In 2023-24, 67% of all waste (by weight not emissions) was Municipal Solid Waste, and food waste
made up 35.6% of this waste stream. Commercial and Industrial waste was 27% of total waste
weight in 2023-24, of which food waste was 17.8%.
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https://www.climatechoices.act.gov.au/policy-programs/act-greenhouse-gas-emissions-inventory-reports
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This response required 2hrs 55mins to complete, at an approximate cost of $264.68.




